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The angel said to the women, “Do not be 
afraid, for I know that you are looking for 
Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; 
he has risen, just as he said. Come and see 
the place where he lay.” - Matthew 28:5-6
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR

Easter is the top of the mountain 
for Christians. The resurrection 
of Jesus Christ is the reason we 
have hope. It says to you, me, and 
the rest of the world that not even 
death can hold Jesus Christ. I could 
go on and on with descriptions 
of how the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ has changed everything for 
you, me, and the rest of the world. 
Celebrating the resurrection is 
where we focus our attention as 
we make our way to Easter Sunday 
on the 21st. With that said, we 
enter this month in the middle 
of the season of Lent. In Lent the 
tone of celebration is lowered 
and the focus is on Jesus’ path to 
Jerusalem. During the season of 
Lent we have  Wednesday Evening 
Prayer services. In those services, 
I have been speaking through 
a list of themes that Marilyn 
Anderson shared with the Worship 
Committee that includes, to “Fast 
From” and to “Feast On” and Bible 
verses related to these concepts.  
The pairs initially appeared to 
be opposite of each other, but 
the more I dove into them and 
the corresponding Bible verses 

I realized that they are more 
complimentary to each other. When 
our life is filled with the “Fast 
From” emotions/experiences, we 
are filled through the “Feast On” 
emotions/experiences.
Working through these pairings 
this Lent has helped me to feel the 
toned-down celebrations of Lent. 
Each week I have relived emotions 
and experiences of both themes 
which has given me a deeper 
understanding of Jesus’ work for 
me.
Lent culminates in what we call 

“The Three Days”.  These are my 
favorite services of the church 
year. “The Three Days encompass 
the time from Maundy Thursday 
evening through the evening 
of Easter Day. In particular, the 
services of Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday, and the Vigil of Easter, 
unfold in a single movement, as 
the church each year makes the 
passage with Christ through death 
to life.” (ELW pg.247) Before we 
can get to the celebration of the 
resurrection of Jesus on Easter, 
we need to hear the story of Jesus 
being arrested, tried, sentenced, 
put to death on the cross, and 
spend three days in the tomb.
From Ash Wednesday through 
Lent and the Three Days, we are 
reminded that the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ on Easter morning is 
not a stand-alone experience. It 
is the work of God that shows us 
God’s willingness to go into the 
depths of the grave to bring us to 
the top of the mountain, to fill us 
with the hope that the world has 
changed and will never be the 
same.
Yours In Christ,
PMO  
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Join Gloria Dei for Easter 
Services on April 21st at 
8:30 am and 11:00 am 
Easter Sunday Services 
and Activities
Easter services will be held at 
Gloria Dei on April 21 at 8:30am 
and 11:00am.  Breakfast will 

be served starting at 7:30am, 
and there will be an Easter egg 
hunt for the children during the 
Sunday School Hour at 9:45am.  
Please plan to attend with your 
family and friends and join 

together with peoples of like faith 
to make the final journey from 
the Cross to the Resurrection of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

We are in need of wrapped 
candy donations that will fit 
inside plastic Easter eggs for 
the Children’s hunt.  Please 
bring your donations of stickers, 
wrapped candies, or other items 
that might fit in the eggs to the 
church by April 14.  We will be 
filling the eggs on Monday April 
15 starting at 11 am if you would 
like to come and join in the fun!!  

April Lenten Schedule 

April 3                         5:45 pm  
                          Lenten Soup Supper
                          6:30 pm 
                              Mid-Week Service

April 10                      5:45 pm                    
                          Lenten Soup Supper
                          6:30 pm            
                              Mid-Week Service

April 13                      9:00 am 
                    First Communion Class

April 14                      9:30 am     
                         Palm Sunday Service

April 18                      7:00 pm   
                              Maundy Thursday
        First Holy Communion

April 19                      9:00 pm  
                                Tenebrae Service

April 21        8:30 am , 11:00 am 
                                   Easter Worship
                        7:30 am - 10:30 am                        
                                 Easter Breakfast 



gdlcanc.org      4                      April  2019

Committee forming to host 
Ladies Tea at GDLC  
Sandy Skaggs has agreed to serve 
on a committee to organize a 
Ladies Tea for Saturday, May 11.  
She is hoping there are others 
who would like to serve on this 
committee as well.  The Tea was a 
great success last year, and there 
are those in the Congregation 
who would like to see it become 
an annual event.

Please let Sandy know if you 
are interested in serving on this 
planning committee. 

Faith Talks
During Lent, the Worship 
Committee has asked members 
to share their faith story with 
the congregation.  These have 
proven to be extremely well 
received, meaningful and 
spiritually uplifting to us.  The 
Worship committee would like 
to encourage you to share your 
faith story with the congregation.    
Several years ago, one of our 
Interns, Mark Dixon, collected 
and published many of our 
congregants faith stories, as it 
served as a blessing to many as a 
reminder that we all are on this 
journey together. 

Please, prayerfully consider 
sharing your faith as we walk the 

road together.  Contact Marilyn 
Anderson or Pastor Mark as we 
hope to continue this sharing 
throughout the year and not just 
during Lent.

Garage Sale Announced
Scout Troop 129 is sponsored 
by Gloria Dei Lutheran Church.  
They are planning their annual 
garage/rummage sale to take 
place in our parking lot on May 
18.  Instead of hosting our own 
garage/rummage sale this year, 
we have decided to join efforts 
with the Scouts.  So, as you are 
doing your Spring cleanouts 
of home and garage, please 
contribute those no longer 
useful items to the Scouts.  Stay 
tuned for further info and when 
and where you can drop your 
donations.  Please, no electronics 
or furniture. 

April Clare House 
Let’s celebrate Spring and Easter 
for Clare House residents in April.  
We will have a festive potluck 
theme.  Sign up to bring your 
favorite hot dishes, salads, and 
desserts.  Our date this month is 
Thursday, April 18.  Please have 
items to the church by 9:30 a.m. 
on that day.  Thank you Gloria Dei 
members for your faithful service 
to support this ministry.  

Loose Change
Gloria Dei’s Loose Change 
recipient for April will be F.I.S.H. 
(Friends in Serving Humanity).  
We have a long history of 
providing baby food and formula 
for F.I.S.H. which started in 1967 
to meet the needs of people in 
crisis situations.  Through the 
generosity of supporters and 

the tireless work of volunteers, 
F.I.S.H. remains dedicated to 
serving the people of Anchorage 
by providing immediate 
emergency food aid, delivered 
directly to people in need--the 
only agency of its kind that offers 
food delivery. Because there is no 
paid staff, F.I.S.H. relies totally on 
volunteers to fulfill their mission.  

Thank you for your continued 
generosity to our Loose Change 
Ministry.  

The February  Loose 
Change 
Ministry for the API Chilkat 
Unit raised $237.50 plus all the 
donated games.

Last week Sandy Skaggs and 
Karen Ellis went shopping for 
personal care products,  art 
supplies and some sports 
equipment and delivered the 
items to API on Friday, March 
22nd.  

We met several of the employees 
who were very grateful for 
our donations. They seemed 
surprised with the quantity of 
the items.  One commented how 
much it means to them and their 
patients  that these gifts came 
from the community at this 
difficult time for API. 
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Your generosity to the Loose 
Change Ministry makes a 
difference to the recipients.  
Thank you for your continued 
support.

The Gloria Dei Website 
Has Launched!
We are excited to announce that 
the Gloria Dei website has been 
officially launched! Check us out  
by visiting: http://gdlcanc.org

The new website represents the 
living, ever-changing story at 
Gloria Dei. Our need for recent, 
horizontal, and up-to-date 
photos (as well as content, of 
course) will never go away. We 
are certainly not stagnant here 
at Gloria Dei! Our site will be 
the instinctive, first choice for 
the latest information for our 
worshippers, as well as for folks 
searching for a one-time worship. 
Horizontal, candid photos will 
always be crucial and very much 
appreciated. Forward your 
pictures to the main office at 
office@gdlcanc.org

Dave Ramsey Financial 
Peace University
The final week of Dave Ramsey’s 
Financial Peace University, 
offered at Gloria Dei, came to 
a conclusion on Sunday, March 
24th. The class ended strong with 
seven participants engaging in a 
fun and meaningful conversation 
about their progression over the 
past nine weeks. Even though 
my husband and I are both 
well versed in the basic skill of 
managing our money, the class 
has been an instrumental vehicle 
in getting us back on track 
with our finances. Since getting 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake 
Breakfast was a huge 
success!
What fun we had at the Pancake 
Tuesday Sunday brunch after 
church on March 3rd!  The all-
you-can-eat pancakes were 
enjoyed by everyone, and the 
yummy toppings were a hit.  

The kids had fun making pancake 
faces with toppings and had 
a great time trying out their 
pancake flipping talents while 
running with skillets and flipping 
at the same time.  

Pastor Mark took the lead and 
demonstrated how it should 
be done.  Thanks goes to Erik 
Nelson and Connor MacInnis 
for their pancake-making skills, 
and Chuck Karjala and Kathryn 
Merrill for menu coordination.  
Kitchen helpers included Katie 
Jerue (who also led the kids), 
Ian (Katie’s brother), Karen Iris, 
Marianne Strahle, Sandy Skaggs 
and several other volunteers who 
made it all happen.  

married almost five years ago 
and combining our income and 
debt, we have not taken the time 
to create a family budget and 
understand some of the basic 
tools taught in the class. I highly 
recommend this class for anyone, 
regardless of where you are in 
your financial journey. – Amanda 
Voshell
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Also, the English pancake recipe 
submitted by Patricia Pompa 
(from her grandmother!) 
and published in the March 
newsletter was a real treat. 
Pancake Tuesday, aka Shrove 
Tuesday, is always the day before 
Ash Wednesday, and we just 
might have another pancake 
event next year.
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Cookies For College
Remember our young college 
students who were blessed with 
the Indahl Scholarship
Award?

Well, this time we are going to 
bless them with cookies!
What we need from you are: 
addresses, $10 for postage, and 
cookies (any of these items are 
appreciated). The packing party 
will be Saturday morning, April 
13. You can drop off cookies 
anytime between now and then. 
Put them in the freezer and label: 
COOKIES FOR COLLEGE.

We need addresses for:
DAKOTA ASTLE, REED 
DITTLINGER, DAN BRADBURY, 
MADISON SHEWMAN,
ALEXANDRA DURAZO,BRYNN 
SHEWMAN, REBECCA PERKINS, 
ALLIE EPKE, NORA RODVIK

Cookies should arrive just in time 
for finals!
Contact Marilyn Anderson 243-
4455 or Joy Anderson 243-1346 
with addresses or
questions.

It's that time of year,  and 
the Nick Indahl Memorial 
Scholarship Applications are 
online. 2019marks the 15th 
year for the scholarship fund, 
founded in 2005 in memory of 
Nick Indahl, a lifetime member of 
Gloria Dei. In the past 15 years, 
73 recipients have received a 
total of $159,500 in scholarship 
monies from the fund.

There are some great
improvements to the application
process. The applications are
located under "Our Ministries"
and are now in fillable PDF
format.

As in the past, there are two sets
of applications: one for First
Time Applicants (graduating high
school seniors) and the second
for Returning Applicants. Each
set has clear, concise criteria
and directions. The deadline for
submission is April 15.
For any questions, please contact
a member of the scholarship
committee: Marcie Indahl (907-
317-6944), Connie Budahl
(907-240-6922), Alicia Miller
(907-717-3862), Nancy Budahl-
Lane (907-830-9779), Barbara
Markley (907-830-0535) or
Darla Siver (907-223-2662). 

Nick Indahl Scholarship 
Available Online April Faith Family Fun 

Night

Join us for a  family friendly 
evening of games, kinship,  
and good food this month on 
Saturday, April 27 at 5:30 pm. 
This month the theme is Easter. 
Bring your favorite Easter dish 
to share for the potluck. 

First 
Communion 

Class
The First Communion 
Class will be held at 
9am on Saturday, April 
13. Just show up to 
particpate. Students will 
learn about the elements 
of communion through 
making unleavened bread 
and juice while Pastor 
Mark explains the  history 
and meaning of the Lord’s 
Supper.  The elements 
made during the class will 
then be consumed during 
the First Communion on 
Maundy Thursday, April 
18th at 6:30 pm. 
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LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES UPDATE
Thank you to all who donated 
Easter baskets to the food pantry 
this year. The baskets are of 
many different styles and colors, 
but they all were similar as they 
contained the message of Easter.  
What a blessing it is to be able to 
share the Gospel in such a heartfelt 
way. These baskets come as a huge 
relief to parents who may not have 
otherwise been able to afford an 
Easter basket and a great surprise 
to the children who receive them!  
We plan on distributing over 800 
baskets this Easter season.

The LSSA food pantry is in need 
of food as we continue to serve 
large number of families this 
year. Anything helps but here 
is a list of things that we could 
use immediately: canned fruit, 
tuna, Spam, chili, hamburger /
chicken helpers, cereals, oatmeal, 
peanut butter and jelly. Thanks 
to everyone who has donated 
recently or in the past. Your 
donations are greatly appreciated!  
As you begin your spring cleaning, 
think of donating your gently used 
coats to be distributed through 

Coats for Kids. The event takes 
place in September and distributes 
winter coats to kids who would 
otherwise go without. All sizes 
are needed (some kids only fit 
into adult sizes). Also keep a look 
out for coat closeout sales as the 
summer season approaches and 
consider purchasing a coat to 
donate. 

Plans are under way for the annual 
Harvest of Hope Auction to benefit 
the ministries of LSSA.  The event 
is scheduled for Friday, September 
13th at the Sheraton Anchorage. 
This year's theme is- "The Harvest 
of Hope - Hoedown".  We are 
looking for volunteers to help with 
the planning this year’s event.  The 
planning committee is meeting 
Thursday, April 4th at 5pm at the 
LSSA office. We are also looking 
for items for the silent and live 
auction.  If you can help us out in 
any way, please contact the LSSA 
office.

The next Beer and Hymns is 
scheduled for Sunday, April 7th 
at O'Brady's Burgers and Brew 
located at 1501 Huffman Road in 

the Carr's Shopping Center.  The 
singing starts at 6pm and goes to 
8pm, but get there early so you 
can order your dinner and favorite 
beverage. 

Happy Easter to all of you as we 
celebrate our Father's greatest 
sacrifice through his Son, Jesus 
Christ.  Have a blessed Easter!

Alan Budahl
Executive Director, LSSA
1303 W. 33rd Avenue, Anchorage, 
AK 99503
272-0643

Save the dates:
August 12th -  Hugss 
set-up and August 13th 
distribution at East High 
School
September 13th – Harvest 
of Hope Auction – Sheraton 
Anchorage - 6pm
November 25th – 
Thanksgiving Blessing – 
Central Lutheran Church
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Take a moment to say a little prayer, send a card, and wish your best to those in our Gloria 
Dei family who will be celebrating birthdays this month. 

Happy Birthday in April!

1 Marissa Amor
2 Berndt Gullickson
4 Hunter Dely, 
5 Adalynn Weber
6 Bob Paulson
8 Hans Rodvick, 
9 Eyob Eklund
11 Jeff Munson, Norm Anderson, 
    Patrick Nagel
14 Sandy Fazio
15 Dorothy Helin, Alissa Nagel,   
   Lois Weber
17 Leif Hagen, Tricia Perkins,    
   Sydney Cain
19 Jason Monkelien
20 Jennifer Romero, 
   Helayne Callies, Eva Anderson
21 Jordaun Maenius
23 Finn Eisert

24 Mike Ferris
26 Janice Gullickson,
   Anna Marie Munson

29 Madison Shewman
30 Kenzo Shinsato 
  



gdlcanc.org                                                                            10                                                                           April  2019

Congregation Votes Building Upgrade Priorities

At the Annual Meeting, the Council asked the attending members to 
vote priorities for building and grounds maintenance and upgrade 
proposals.

First, we voted on an upgrade proposal coming from the Council 
which included about $15,000 in upgrades to the Narthex and 
Sanctuary.   The Annual meeting participants were given 4 dots 
to vote priorities.  The number beside the upgrade represents the 
number of votes received by the members.

Screen Shades   44         (@$6,000)
3m film               33         (@$4000)
Paint Narthex    32         (@$2000)
Shampoo Sanctuary Carpeting   22   (@$1000)
Shampoo Pews 21   (@$2000)
Clean Tile and Grout in Narthex  15   (@$300)
Tinted window film   9  

In addition, we asked members present to again dot vote different 
upgrade suggestions that have been made over the years to the 
Council.  This will help this and future Councils set priorities for 
building and ground maintenance and upgrades:

Parking Lot Security Cameras     44
Kitchen Upgrades                            38
Sprinkler system                              25
Ed Wing Entry Upgrades               22
Bathroom Upgrades                       16
Re-carpet education wing             6

Treasurer, Alan Budahl cautioned the congregation against using 
all of our Church Home reserves to accomplish these upgrades.  
Prudent planning suggests that we maintain a reserve for building 
and grounds emergencies, and he is recommending a Capital 
Appeal Campaign to help defray the costs of the most popular 
and immediate large ticket items.  Protecting the integrity of the 
Sanctuary from the sun and the security of the building seem 
to be our top priorities.  A Strategic Planning Committee was 
formed at the Annual Meeting and, Alan will be coming before the 
Congregation in the months ahead to initiate our Capital Appeal.  
Thank you to Alan Budahl, Ian Anderson, Sandy Skaggs, and 
Marianne Strahle for volunteering to serve.  Please contact Alan if 
you also have an interest or desire to work on capital appeal and 
strategically planning for the future of Gloria Dei.

Thank you to 
Signature Land 
Services for the incredible 
work in our parking lot at a very 
reasonable price. They enjoy 
using our parking lot for training 
their new drivers. 

Improvements on the Way
At the Annual meeting, we 
discussed upgrades to our 
church home.  While a capital 
appeal is being organized to 
help with the cost of the larger 
items, our Building and Grounds 
Committee, with some help from 
their friends, is busy preparing 
for Easter by freshening the 
Narthex with a new coat of paint 
and having the tile and grout 
in the entry and bathrooms 
cleaned and shined.  We hope 
the updated look and color will 
give us all a lift as we enter the 
Sanctuary for worship.  Thank 
you to the congregation for 
providing the funds through your 
generous giving to maintain our 
Church Home.
Spring and summer time will 
bring about additional final 
repairs and maintenance that 
resulted from the spring flooding 
we had a year or so ago.  Thank 
you to our building and grounds 
team for managing these 
maintenance issues.



Remember to let the office know when someone's name needs to be
added or come off the prayer list. Thank you.

PRAYER CONCERNS
Gerri Bergstrom, Jerry Eklund, Bill Wienke, Tuney Zoske, Gene & Yvonne Emery, Matthew Sutterer, Al & 
Joyce Schuerger, Faye Weber, Janie Henderson, Rylie Graff - Howell, Shirley Raiford, Grant Henderson, 
George Janssen, Joy Anderson, Holly Hoback.

Family and Friends of the Congregation
Kristy Mundell, The Graff’s niece; Lucie Indahl, niece of Sharon Kazem; Harlan Wold, friend of the Graff 
family; Tyler Larimer, grand son to Al & Joyce Schuerger; Denise Aune, niece to Connie & Roger Graff; Cara 
Leckwold, friend to Janie & Grant Henderson; Tom, cousin to Janie Henderson, and his wife Laura; Francis, 
grandneice to Joy Anderson and Anderson family; Jim & Katie Mans, cousin and wife to Bill Mans; Bob 
Slette, father-in-law to Helayne Callies; Rebecca Stinson-Lane, friend of Marianne Strahle; Jackie Aune, 
sister-in-law to Roger and Connie Graff; Darlene Freeman, mother to Tom Freeman; Cable Green, nephew 
to Neil Hawthorne; Suzi LeGrand, sister of Barbara Friese; Judy & Burley Lane, sister and brother-in-law 
of Barbara Friese; Hailey Osborn, a granddaughter of Barbara Friese’s cousin; Lily Grace Stone, a daughter 
of Stacey Semmler’s cousin; Frank Rion, friend of Frank Box; Ann Northcutt and sister Rose; Myrna Lane, 
friend of Norm Anderson; Debbie, niece of the Graff family; Laurie Johnson, sister-in-law of Marianne 
Strahle; James MacInnis, grandfather of Connor Macinnis; Stan, uncle of Leah Maenius; April Berg, niece of 
Dave and Dianne Parrow.

Please keep the family and friends of Kelli McNeal in your prayers as they mourn her death.

Please keep these people in your thoughts and prayers!

April Prayer Partner: Resurrection Lutheran Church, Juneau



Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
8427 Jewel Lake Road
Anchorage, AK 99502

Join us!
Regular Sunday Worship is at 9:30 am with Holy Communion

Sunday School every week after service

Holy Week Services starts Monday, April 15th - Friday, April 19th
Easter Breakfast from 7:30 am - 10:30 am
Easter Services at 8:30 am and 11:00 am

Easter Egg hunt, Easter Sunday, at 9:45 am

Yoga every Tuesday from 6:00-7:00 pm

Men’s Bible Study Wednesday mornings, 7:30 am at Village Inn on Spenard
Choir Practice 7:00 pm every Wednesday evening

Women’s Book Club on Thursdays at 1:00 pm, 11:30 am 3rd Thur at Elim Cafe

Council meeting April 16, 6:30 pm
Clare House Food Donations April 18, 9:00 am

Faith Family Fun Night April 27, 5:30 pm
Visit our brand new website! 

www.gdlcanc.org


