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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR

It is important for me to 
give Nathan and Chloe the 
opportunity to be in relationship 
with all the generations of our 
joint families. The distance from 
Anchorage to our family down in 
the lower 48 is a gap we try and 
close for ourselves and our kids. 
Summer in Alaska brings Heather 
and I the opportunity to close 
that gap in our lives. It is a wide 
gap, which is familiar to many of 
us. 

This year is especially important 
to me because Heather’s 
grandmother is the last of our 
grandparents living. At 95, her 
health is finally looking like she 
will not be able to live alone 
any longer. These signs also 
point us toward the fact that 
she is not going to live forever. 
I want Nathan and Chloe to 
spend time with their great-
grandmother, and to learn about 
giving and receiving love from all 
generations.

Let me be completely honest 
about this though. There is also 

great comfort with the gap. After 
all family is family, and no matter 
how much I love them, and long 
to be with them, there are those 
personality traits that make the 
gap not wide enough. To get 
more honest I must admit, I am 
not perfect, and I “might” have 
traits members in my family find 
unloveable too. 

Having heard many stories from 
people of the ways their family 
created pain for them, I must 
admit that using the term family 
for the body of Christ, called 
together in a congregation, is not 
my favorite expression. When we 
think of a congregation as family 
we can even start to see our 
fellow congregation members as 
similar to our family members. 
When this starts to happen, we 
allow gaps to be created between 
one another, like we do with our 
families. This is written with the 
full knowledge of my fondness 
and comfort of referring to my 
fellow Christians as “sisters and 
brothers in Christ”. In Baptism, 

we hear the promise, “Child of 
God you have been claimed by 
the Holy Spirit and marked with 
the cross of Christ forever.” In 
these words, we are claimed and 
adopted into God’s family forever.

We live in the grace of God who is 
always closing the gap we create 
between Him and ourselves. We 
all have traits and actions that 
make us unloveable to other 
people. These differences are all 
the more reason to close the gap. 
Love continues to call us together 
in spite of our unlovable traits. 
You DO NOT have a trait that will 
stop God from coming to love you 
and you CANNOT create a gap so 
wide from God that He will not 
cross to bring you His love.

God’s family is called together in 
congregations which is a strength 
for us. Even though we are in 
a world with the potential for 
people to connect in less than 
a second through a text or an 
email, I continue to hear and 
read multiple stories of where 
people feel the gaps growing 
wider from this technology. As 
a congregation, claimed by God 
to gather together, Gloria Dei 
can give thanks to God for the 
generations we have in this place. 
Taking advantage of this gift of 
multiple generations helps us to 
close the physical gaps between 
the generations who gather here, 
and with those who live outside 
of Alaska.

Yours In Christ,
PMO 
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This Spring, the Church Council 
announced a Capital Campaign to 
fund upgrades to the Sanctuary.  
Our pews are deteriorating 

from the direct sun through the 
eight side windows.  To help 
stall further deterioration, we 
are proposing to apply UV ray 
filtering film to the windows and 
install window screens.

The film is attached directly 
to the window for 24 hour 
protection from the sun’s harmful 
rays, and the sun screens will 
block even more of the rays and 
allow us to adjust the screens 
to prevent worshippers from 
dealing with the sun glaring 
in their eyes and even allow 
us to darken the sanctuary for 
seasonal worship. So far, we 
have collected at least $4,000 
toward our $10,000 goal.  And, 
we have only just begun!

Thank you to those who have 
already contributed, and we 
hope everyone will prayerfully 
consider contributing. 

Capital Campaign 
Update

Summer  News
Maintaining our house of 
worship is as much a part of 
our mission as calling others to 
worship. This is just one of the 
projects to help us do that.  

June Clare House 
Meal
Sloppy Joes are on the menu for 
Gloria Dei’s June Clare House meal. 
As we approach the longest day 
of the year, consider signing up to 
provide a festive entree, salad, or 
dessert to compliment Sloppy Joes. 
If you aren’t a cook or baker, you 
could purchase frozen French Fries 
or Tator Tots, chips, fresh veggies 
or fruit, ice cream, etc.  We’ll also 
need buns and milk. 
As you can see, there is 
opportunity for any skill level.  
Please have items to the church by 
9:30 a.m. on Thursday, June 20.
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2019 Recipients of 
College Scholarships
During worship on Scholarship 
Sunday, June 16, we will 
recognize those students who
have been awarded college 
scholarships for the 2019-2020 
academic school year.
During the past 15 years, the 
Nick Indahl College Scholarship 
committee has awarded a
total of $176,000 to Gloria Dei 
college students. The following 
11 students are our current 
year’s recipients:

Dakota Astle 
Rebecca Perkins
Dan Bradbury 

Nora Rodvik
Reed Dittlinger 

Brynn Shewman
Naomi Freeman 

Madison Shewman
Connor MacKinnis 

Reilly Plumhoff
Grace Schutte

Join us for refreshments in the 
Fireside Room after worship and 
congratulate these special young 
people as they celebrate their 
accomplishments.

The mission of the scholarship 
fund is to provide financial 
assistance to Gloria Dei’s
college students, as well as a 
continuing connection to the 
church after they graduate
from high school. A successful 
scholarship applicant must 
be an active member of Gloria 
Dei, attend an accredited post-
secondary institution, and write 
a faith statement. In addition, 
recipients are required to 

complete 15 hours of volunteer 
work during the year at Gloria 
Dei or Lutheran Social Services of 
Alaska.

Various fundraising events and 
individual contributions have 
supported the scholarship
fund since its inception. 
Throughout the year, individual 
contributions to the Scholarship
Fund help our youth to stay 
in college, so dig deeply and 
give generously! (Find more 
information about the 2019-2020 
recipients on page 7 of this issue!)

Jewel Lake Farmer’s Market at 
Gloria Dei scheduled to open
Saturday June 22 from 10am-
3pm. Mark your calendar!! 
Each Saturday, starting June 22 
through Labor Day, the Gloria Dei 
Parking lot will be bustling with 
fresh vegetables and baked goods 
and locally made crafts.
Come and shop at vendors like 
the Harvest Point Farms who 
will be here weekly with fresh 
grown salad mix, broccoli, 
carrots, potatoes, kale, green 
beans, peas, eggs, strawberries, 
cucumber, zucchini and 
cauliflower. Or, the Full House 
Bakery offering brownies and 
cakes, cookies muffins and pies. 
Humble and Homemade sells a 
variety of salsa, chipotle sauce, 
chimichurri, salad dressings and 
marmalades. See a full listing 

of vendors on the Jewel Lake 
Farmer Market Website. www.
jewellakefarmersmarket.org
The Market will be run by 
community volunteers, serving 
as traffic attendants and vendor 
helpers. There is also a much 
needed steering committee who 
will work with the Gloria Dei 
Council to ensure a safe and legal 
market.

The market was the idea of 
Brooke Ivy and Jason Grenn. 
They approached Gloria Dei for 
parking lot use, and we were 
able to help them additionally 
by serving as their fiscal agent 
so that the Market could open 
more quickly without having to 
create yet another non-profit 
and infrastructure. After a 
winter of work and organization, 
community members and Gloria 
Dei Lutheran Church have joined 
together to host a Jewel Lake 
Farmers Market every Saturday 
in the Gloria Dei parking lot from 
10am to 3pm.
Want to help?? Volunteer 
a Saturday by signing up 
on the Jewel Lake Farmers 
Market website or email us at 
jewellakefarmersmarket@gmail.
com
Interested in being a vendor 
with your Alaska made product? 
Check out the website for 
guidelines and application forms.
Would you like to be a member 
of the Steering Committee? See 
Karen Bitzer or Alan Budahl.
Help us spread the word? Please 
share copies of the attached flyer 
with your neighbors and friends 
in the area.
And finally, patronize the market 
for your fresh vegetables this 
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summer at the Farmers Market.
See you there.

Are you Getting 
Credit for Your 
Gloria Dei Offering?
Many thanks to all of you who 
routinely use your offering 
envelopes. For the sake of 
efficiency and to ensure the 
proper amount is credited to 
your giving record, we suggest 
you fill out the dollar amounts on 
the face of your envelopes—both 
the total and the fund(s) to which
you want your giving directed.
During the process of sorting 
and verifying the collected 
offering and in order to prepare 
the bank deposit, the counters 
remove the cash or checks from 

the envelopes and set them 
aside for deposit. Those empty 
envelopes are then delivered to 
the financial secretary for posting 
to individual giving records. If 
you have not written the dollar 
amounts on your envelopes, it 
becomes the responsibility of the 
counters to do so.
The counters and the financial 
secretary are grateful for your 
help to ensure your giving is 
accurately recorded. If you don’t 

have offering envelopes and 
would like to have a set, please 
call the church office to request 
them.

Loose Change
The summer loose change 
ministry will go to Covenant 
House in June and LSSA HUGGS in 
July.  Please consider supporting 
these two worthy organizations 
this summer. 

SAVE THE DATE
Gloria Dei’s First Annual Art Walk

Friday evening, September 6 
&

Saturday, September 7
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Dakota Astle
University of Alaska Anchorage
Finance

This year has made me grow in so many areas of 
my life.  I am constantly being blessed by God with 
my friends, siblings, parents, and opportunities.  I 
am excited to see the plan God has for me in the 
next upcoming year of college.

Dan  Bradbury
Eastern New Mexico University
Environmental Science / Geology

Since I have left for college, my faith has grown in 
bounds. I feel as though I have never been closer 
to God.  Going to college has always been a dream 
of mine, and I would like to thank the entire Gloria 
Dei community for awarding me this scholarship 
and helping me achieve my dream.

Reed Dittlinger
Texas Christian University 
Mechanical Engineering

To me, faith isn’t about the building itself but 
your beliefs and who you’re surrounded by.  I’d 
like to thank Gloria Dei for building my faith 
since I was a child, as well as for providing 
me with this scholarship.  College is not easy, 
but relieving any financial pressure makes the 
experience much easier.

2019 Nick Indahl Scholarship Recipients
This scholarship was established in memory of Nick Indahl, a lifetime member of Gloria Dei. This 

year, all recipients will receive $1500. In the past fifteen years, $176,000  in scholarship money has 
been awarded to post-secondary students from Gloria Dei. Thank you to the members of Gloria Dei 

for their years of support and to the many contributors to the fund.
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Naomi Freeman
University of Alaska Anchorage
Biology / English

The Gloria Dei family helps me realize and remember 
that the personal and mental battles I go through 
daily are all tests—thankfully never a pass or fail.  My 
confirmation quote continues to help guide me through 
daily and long-term struggles:  “Jesus, looking at them, 
said, ‘With humans it is impossible.  Not with God, for all 
things are possible with God.’”

Connor MacInnis
University of Alaska Anchorage
Mechanical Engineering

Faith has always been a prominent part of my life, and 
Gloria Dei is a safe place for me to go.  I especially like 
the Wednesday night Lenten services because these 
provide a nice peaceful time for me to ponder things 
while enjoying the company of other adults.

Rebecca Perkins
Pacific Lutheran University
Nursing 

Here at PLU, we are required to take religion classes.  I 
like that I’m able to study my religion and even other 
religions that I don’t know much about.  I really enjoy 
going to a Lutheran college because many students are 
Lutheran as well, and this allows me to relate to other 
students religiously.
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Grace Schutte
University of Wisconsin Eau Claire
Nursing

As I prepare myself for this next adventure in my life, 
one that will force me to become more independent, I 
need faith more than ever before.  I need not only faith 
in God but, most importantly, faith in myself

Reilly Plumhoff
University of Alaska Anchorage
Kinesiology / Japanese

By being involved in a church community so early on, 
it became a big part of my life. In my sophomore year I 
made the varsity volleyball team at my school, and God 
was heavily present.  I learned to pray before games 
on my own when we didn’t as a team.  I learned to give 
thanks to God for the opportunities volleyball presented 
and for keeping me healthy.

Nora Rodvik
University of St. Thomas
Communications / Journalism / Marketing

I trust that God has very big plans for me. As I continue 
to go forth in my life’s endeavors, I always think back 
to what my dad told me growing up: “When the waves 
start crashing upon the shores, what will you cling to?”  
To me, God is that rock to continually cling to for hope, 
grace, and love.
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Brynn Shewman
Carroll College
Anthrozoology / Psychology

Because I have not been attending church services 
on a regular basis here in Montana, I have been able 
to think about what I truly believe, and how I want 
to incorporate that into my daily life.  One way I have 
found I can do that is to perform at least one act of 
selfless service every day for someone at random, or 
whenever the urge hits me. I try to do something to 
brighten someone else’s day every day as a practice of 
my own beliefs and faith.

Madison Shewman
Pacific Lutheran University
Psychology / English / Norwegian

After the 7.1 magnitude earthquake in November, I was 
able to contact my parents, who assured me they were 
safe, that everything was fine.  But it did not feel fine, 
at least to me.  All of a sudden, I was reminded of how 
fleeting life can be.  If God had not been watching over 
my family that day, I could have lost them.  It was one 
of the most terrifying experiences of my life, but I got 
through it with His help.

(L) Grace Schutte and Reilly Plumhoff at 
the 2019  Baccalauretate

Seniors Recieving Quilts on Senior Quilt Sunday (L-R) Grace Schutte, Victoria Duazo, 
Reilly Plumhoff, Allison Krebs, Jenna Epke, Connor MacInnis

Class of 2019
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

2
Worship 9:30 am

Tongan Worship 
4:00 pm

3

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon/AA

4

6:00 pm yoga

5

7:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon

6 7 8

9 
Worship 9:30 am

Tongan Worship 
4:00 pm

10

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon/AA

11 

6:00 pm yoga

6:30 Council 
Mtg

12

7:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon

13 14 15
10:00 am 
Piecemakers

16
Worship 9:30 am

*Nick Indahl 
Scholarship 
Awards

Tongan Worship 
4:00 pm

17

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon/AA

18

6:00 pm yoga

19

7:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon

20
9:00 am 
Clare House

21 22
10:00 am - 3:00 
pm
Farmers Market

23
Worship 9:30 am

Tongan Worship 
4:00 pm

24

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon/AA

25 

6:00 pm yoga

26

7:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon

27 28 29
10:00 am - 3:00 
pm
Farmers Market

30
Worship 9:30 am

Tongan Worship 
4:00 pm

June Calendar
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2

6:00 pm yoga

3
7:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon

4 5 6 

10:00 am - 3:00 
pm
Farmers Market

7
Worship 9:30 am

Tongan Worship 
4:00 pm

8

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon/AA

9

6:00 pm yoga

10
7:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon

11 12 13 

10:00 am - 3:00 
pm
Farmers Market

14
Worship 9:30 am

Tongan Worship 
4:00 pm

15

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon/AA

16

6:00 pm yoga

6:30 Council 
Mtg

17
7:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon

18 19 20
10:00 am 
Piecemakers

10:00 am - 3:00 
pm
Farmers Market

21
Worship 9:30 am

Tongan Worship 
4:00 pm

22

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon/AA

23

6:00 pm yoga

24
7:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon

25 26 27

10:00 am - 3:00 
pm
Farmers Market

28
Worship 9:30 am

VBS

Tongan Worship 
4:00 pm

29

VBS

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon/AA

30

VBS

31
7:30 am Men’s 
Bible Study

VBS

7:00 pm 
Al-Anon

VBS

July Calendar

Vacation Bible School (VBS)
July 28 - August 1
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LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES UPDATE

Save the dates:
August 12th -  Hugss 
set-up and August 13th 
distribution at East High 
School
September 13th – Harvest 
of Hope Auction – Sheraton 
Anchorage - 6pm
November 25th – 
Thanksgiving Blessing – 
Central Lutheran Church

Summer is upon us and this means 
the busiest time of the year for 
the Food Pantry.  We traditionally 
see an increase in the number of 
households seeking help when 
school is out. So we need your 
help.  Anything you can do to 
help us stock our shelves will be 
greatly appreciated.  Items like 
canned meats (especially tuna), 
soups, mini ravioli, peanut butter 
and jelly, canned fruits (especially 
peaches), cereals, oatmeal or 
hamburger helpers are in high 
demand.  

HUGSS (Help Us Give School 
Supplies) distribution will be 
August 13th at East High School.  
This will be our 19th year and we 
anticipate serving close to 3,500 
students.  This year we greatly 
need your help.  You can help us 
by purchasing school supplies 
and dropping them off at your 
congregation or here at LSSA.  
Also you can make a financial 
contribution and we will do the 
shopping for you.  Additionally, we 
are looking for gently used coats 
for Coats for Kids event that will be 
distributed at The Salvation Army 

in late September.  Coats can be 
dropped off at Fireweed Cleaners 
or at the LSSA office. We will need 
volunteers to fill backpacks with 
school supplies on August 12th and 
for distribution on August13th.

Thanks to everyone who helped 
with the National Association 
of Letter Carriers Food Drive on 
May 12th.  Citywide over 36,000 
pounds were gathered and LSSA 
received 3,950 pounds of that 
total.  Special thanks to those who 
left food in your mail box and 
those who helped sort food for our 
shelves.

The Harvest of Hope Auction is 
scheduled for Friday, September 
13, 2019 at the Sheraton 
Anchorage.  This year's theme 
is Harvest of Hop Hoe Down.  If 
you would like to be a part of the 
planning committee, please give us 
a call.  We are still looking for silent 
and live auction items as well.

Thank you to everyone who pledge 
a portion of your PFD to LSSA. We 
are excited that pledged dollars 
are up 26% for us this year. If you 
missed the opportunity to support  

LSSA with a Pick.Click.Give. pledge 
you have until August 31st to do so.
We would love to add your contact 
information to our data base.  
Please fill out a connection card 
that can be found on our home 
page of our website at lssalaska.
org.  We can use either your email 
or mailing address to keep you 
informed of the happenings at 
LSSA.

Together caring for others,

Alan Budahl
Executive Director
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Take a moment to say a little prayer, send a card, and wish your best to those in our Gloria Dei family 
who will be celebrating birthdays this month. 

June Birthdays
2 James Amor, 
     Charles Vandergaw
3 Karen Bitzer
5 Carl Kopp
7 Ingrid Omdal, 
     Diane Mohwinkel
8 Colleen Rutledge
9 Laura Rueckert,        
     Kai Eisert
10 Dan Bradbury
12 Gene Emery
13 Michael Brenner,
     Al Schuerger
15 Cheyenne Astle, 
    Marilyn Wienke
16 Heather Brekke
19 Stacey Semmler

21 Gregg Wolverton, 
    Jeff Wolverton,    
    Makenna Boring,    
 23 Doug Schutte
25 Carson Eisert
26 Sadie Anderson,   
    Julie Shewman, 
    Erik Nelson
27 Bill Wienke, 
    Reilly Plumhoff
28 Erin Wolverton
29 Sarah Weber
30 Phyllis Swanstrom, 
    Aly Siler

July Birthdays
3 Alan Budahl
7 Marilyn Anderson
14 Zan Zoske

20 Bret Dittlinger, 
    Dean Callies, Katie Jerue
23 Ray Bradbury
24 Kyle Monkelien, 
    Bob Buch
27 Lisa Siler
29 Annika Weber
30 Leslie Vandergaw
31 Janie Henderson,     
    Nathaniel Perkins,
    Todd Plumhoff

Anniversaries Y
David & Dianne Parnow, 
June 8
Tim & Angie Astle, June 27
Chuck & Holly Karjala, 
July 26
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PRAYER 
CONCERNS
Gerri Bergstrom, Jerry Eklund, 
Bill Wienke, Tuney Zoske, Gene & 
Yvonne Emery, Matthew Sutterer, 
Al & Joyce Schuerger, Faye Weber, 
Janie Henderson, Rylie Graff - 
Howell, Shirley Raiford, Grant 
Henderson, George Janssen, Joy 
Anderson, Holly Hoback.

Family and Friends of 
the Congregation
Kristy Mundell, The Graff’s niece; 
Lucie Indahl, niece of Sharon 
Kazem; Harlan Wold, friend
of the Graff family; Tyler 
Larimer, grand son to Al & Joyce 
Schuerger; Denise Aune, niece to

Connie & Roger Graff; Cara 
Leckwold, friend to Janie & Grant 
Henderson; Tom, cousin to Janie
Henderson, and his wife Laura; 
Francis, grandneice to Joy 
Anderson and Anderson family; 
Jim & Katie Mans, cousin and wife 
to Bill Mans; Bob Slette, father-in-
law to Helayne Callies; Rebecca 
Stinson-Lane, friend of Marianne 
Strahle; Jackie Aune, sister-in-law 
to Roger and Connie Graff;
Darlene Freeman, mother to Tom 
Freeman; Cable Green, nephew to 
Neil Hawthorne; Lily Grace
Stone, a daughter of Stacey 
Semmler’s cousin; 

Frank Rion, friend of Frank Box; 
Ann Northcutt and sister Rose; 
Myrna Lane, friend of Norm 
Anderson; Debbie, niece of the 
Graff family; Laurie Johnson, 
sister-in-law of Marianne Strahle; 
James MacInnis, grandfather of 
Connor Macinnis; Stan, uncle 
of Leah Maenius; Mike Fisher, 
husband of Barbara Friese’s 
niece; John Friese, son of
Barbara Friese.

Please keep these people in 
your thoughts and prayers!

June Prayer Partner: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Nome
July Prayer Partner: MatSu Latino Ministry
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Jewel Lake Farmers Market at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

Opens June 22 at 10am. 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is located at the corner of 84th and Jewel Lake Road 

 

Over a dozen vendors selling:  

 fresh produce,  
 home baked goods,  
 locally made Arts and Crafts, 
 Eggs, Coffee, Fish. 

 

See a complete list of vendors at our website: 

www.jewellakefarmersmarket.com 

Every Saturday from 10am to 3pm starting June 22. 



Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
8427 Jewel Lake Road
Anchorage, AK 99502

Join us!
Regular Sunday Worship is at 9:30 am with Holy Communion

Sunday School/Adult Education, 10:45 am
Children’s Choir, 10:45 am

Church Council Meeting June 11 and July 16, 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

Men’s Bible Study Wednesday mornings, 
7:30 am at Village Inn on Spenard

Yoga every Tuesday through July 23, 6:00 pm

Special Events
Nick Indahl Scholarship Sunday, June 16 during service 

with reception to follow
Clare House June 20th at 9:00 am

Farmers Market every Saturday,  June 22 through August 31 
from 10 am - 3pm

Vacation Bible School July 28-August 1
Visit our website
www.gdlcanc.org


